May 2009 Austin Polish Society Newsletter 

Dear APS Members and Friends, 

Austin Polish Society is sharing May events with members through our monthly newsletter.  Members can also review events to find out what APS has being doing for all of our members. We appreciate the volunteer hours and great attendance at all of our events!  Thank you! 

Polish Poetry in Austin with APS!  

The APS is sponsoring a new event for members this month at An Evening with émigré Polish Poets- Sunday, May 17, 5:00 pm, at Austin Java, 1206 Parkway, (near 12th and North Lamar), Austin, TX 78703. Please call (512) 476-1829 for directions or go to: http://www.austinjava.com/.  We encourage our members and friends to support Austin Java Company.  Please tell them how much you appreciate their support for this event!
Polish immigrants can be found in most parts of the world. Many immigrated through the centuries forced by political oppression; many left looking for a better life. There is a great wealth of literary art and music created by émigré writers, poets and composers who were inspired by their much-loved homeland. Please join us for an evening with some of the most known poetry written by Mickiewicz, Slowacki, Tuwin, Hemar and others.  This event is being organized by two APS Board members, Malgorzata Meub and Anna Hand.  Join our Board members Gosia Jurczynska, Marcin Nowicki, Aneta Zadrożna, Mary, Zbigniew and Konrad Gawron, and Art Gmurowski on acoustic guitar, as they recite poetry and review the history of Polish poets who wrote and remembered Poland through their music and poetry.
Monthly APS Film Night Changes! 

The APS Film Night is changing and will be at a new location (?) for APS monthly movies.  The films will still be free, however APS will be requesting a nominal donation to pay for rental expenses.  Chaired by Marcin Nowicki, with Joanna Gutt-Lehr and Mary Gawron, the APS Film Night Committee is negotiating a new venue.  Look for details posted on the APS website for all Polish film-goers.  Plan to join us each month for a special film directed by a Polish filmmaker in our new location!
Many thanks to Charles and Warren at the United States Arts Authority at 2906 Fruth, off 29th and Guadalupe, for hosting the APS Sunday night film series for the last several months.  APS appreciated their support.

Thank you to Joanna Gutt-Lehr, Marcin Nowicki, and Mary Gawron for organizing and presenting Austin Film Society Movie Night!
Interested in volunteering?  Have a great idea or talents?
Contact: Gosia by e-mail: gosia.jurczynska@oag.state.tx.us or phone: 512-837-9749 (home) or 512-575-4098 (work).  Thanks! 

CALENDAR EVENTS 

The first Thursday of each month the APS holds its Board Meeting 

Time: 7 pm 

What: The APS Board Meeting 

Where: Priebe Security Services, 7940 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 210, Austin, Texas 78757. 

The June meeting will be Thursday, June 4, 2009.   

Sunday, May 17, 2009 

Time: 5 pm 

What: An Evening with émigré Polish Poets
Where: 

Cost: FREE
Polish immigrants can be found in most parts of the world.  Many immigrated through the centuries forced by political oppression; many left looking for a better life.  There is a great wealth of literary art and music created by émigré writers, poets and composers who were inspired by their much-loved homeland.  Please join us for an evening with some of the most known poetry written by Mickiewicz, Slowacki, Tuwin, Hemar and others.  Anyone who would like to participate and share their acting or musical talent is invited to contact Margaret Meub at mmeub@mmm.com or 587-7097. 

2009 Austin Polish Society Art Show 

We are beginning to plan the 2009 Art Show for the end of summer. The show will feature works from Polish artists as well as art about Poland. If you would like to participate or have any questions and/or suggestions please contact Caroline Ulbrich at caroline@ulbrichphotos.com.

Zbigniew Preisner-A Polish Composer: May 20, 1955
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Zbigniew Preisner, born in Bielsko-Biała as Zbigniew Antoni Kowalski, studied history and philosophy in Kraków.  Never having received formal music lessons, he taught himself about music by listening and transcribing parts from records.  His compositional style represents a distinctively spare form of tonal neo-Romanticism, Paganini and Jean Sibelius are acknowledged influences.  Preisner is Poland's leading film music composer and is considered to be one of the most outstanding film composers of his generation.  For many years Preisner enjoyed a close collaboration with the director Krzysztof Kieslowski and his script-writer Krzysztof Piesiewicz.  His scores for Kieslowski's films Dekalog, The Double Life Of Veronique, Three Colours Blue, White and Red, have brought him international acclaim.  

During the last twelve years, Preisner has scored many international feature films including Hector Babenco's At Play In The Fields Of The Lord, Louis Malle's  Damage, Luis Mandoki's  When A Man Loves A Woman, Agnieszka Holland's The Secret Garden, and  Charles Sturridge's Fairytale: A True Story.

Preisner's soundtrack album for The Double Life Of Veronique and the three CDs of the soundtracks for Three Colours Blue, White and Red have sold more than two million copies around the world.  The Double Life Of Veronique CD was awarded a Gold Disc in France in 1992.  Preisner's Music, the live recording of the suite drawn from the music he has created for films, achieved Platinum Disc status in Poland (more than 80,000 copies sold).

In 1994 Preisner was commissioned to write the title music for People's Century, BBC TV's 26-part series documenting the history of the twentieth century, co-produced by WGBH Boston. The series was shown on PBS in the USA and has now been seen by television viewers in over 30 countries.  Preisner's more recent film scores include:  The Last September, based on the novel by Elizabeth Bowen.
Between January 2002 and December 2003 Preisner completed five new scores: Between Strangers, written and directed by Edoardo Ponti, starring Sophia Loren, Mira Sorvino, Deborah Kara Unger, Gerard Depardieu, Malcolm McDowell, Klaus Maria Brandauer and Pete Postlethwaite; It's All About Love, directed by Thomas Vinterberg, starring Joaquin Phoenix, Claire Danes and Sean Penn; Effroyables jardins, directed by Jean Becker, starring Jacques Villeret, Andre Dusollier, Thierry Lhermitte and Benoit Magimel; Supertex, directed by Jan Schütte, starring Jan Decleir, Stephen Mangan and Maureen Lipman; and The Beautiful Country, directed by Hans Petter Moland, starring Nick Nolte.

Requiem for my friend, Preisner's album of music, dedicated to the memory of Krzysztof Kieslowski, is his first large-scale work specially written for recording and live performance. Released in October 1998, the work received its world premiere at the Teatr Wielki, Warsaw, on 1st October 1998.  The recording features the Sinfonia Varsovia and the Varsov Chamber Choir, with the Polish soprano Elzbieta Towarnicka, whose singing is a trademark of Preisner's film scores.

Preisner currently lives in Poland and Switzerland.

Information provided at: http://www.preisner.com/

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

Polish Catering
If you're planning a party wouldn't you like to surprise your guests with some Polish meals? It's only a phone call away. A wide assortment of Polish foods for every occasion, you choose-we prepare. Contact: Anna (512) 692 7684, cell 732-407-5485,  Barbara  (908) 377 6528, email:  polishcatering@yahoo.com 

  

Ideas? Suggestions? Praise? Let us hear from you! Please contact Beata Gmurowska at bmghomes@yahoo.com or go to http://www.austinpolishsociety.org/ 

