April 2008 APS Newsletter
Dear APS Members and Friends!
It is spring in Texas and everything is in full bloom including the APS!  The APS Board is busy making plans for future events.  Katarzyna Priebe coordinated a very successful APS Pisanki Fest on March 15.  The beautiful weather provided the perfect setting for egg painting, learning about Polish traditions, games, and sampling delicious Polish desserts.  Thanks to Beata Gmurowska, Katarzyna Priebe, Ania Hand, Mary Gawron and several great volunteers for making this spring ritual such a fun APS event!  

Interested in volunteering for future APS events? Contact us by e-mail austinpolishsociety@yahoo.com   Thanks!

Next on the APS Calendar of Events, is the Annual Bigos Cook-off!  Eager contestants are busy in their kitchens preparing this special dish celebrated by our national poet, Adam Mickiewicz:
"Bigos is no ordinary dish,
For it is aptly framed to meet your wish.
Founded upon good cabbage, sliced and sour,
Which, as men say, by its own zest and power
Melts in one's mouth, it settles in a pot
And its dewy bosom folds a lot
Of the best portions of selected meats;
Scullions parboil it then, until heat
Draws from its substance all the living juices,
And from the pot's edge, boiling fluid sluices
And all the air is fragrant with its scent."
Przecież i bez tych przypraw potrawą nie lada
Jest bigos, bo się z jarzyn dobrych sztucznie składa.
Bierze się doń siekana, kwaszona kapusta,
Która, wedle przysłowia, sama idzie w usta;
Zamknięta w kotle, łonem wilgotnem okrywa
Wyszukanego cząstki najlepsze mięsiwa;
I praży się, aż ogień wszystkie z niej wyciśnie
Soki żywne, aż z brzegów naczynia war pryśnie
I powietrze dokoła zionie aromatem.
Pan Tadeusz (Book IV) 
KSIĘGA CZWARTA, DYPLOMATYKA I ŁOWY
Adam Mickiewicz (1834)
http://univ.gda.pl/~literat/panfull/0004.htm 
Our traditional Bigos Cook-off will take place on April 12, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. at the River Place Woodlands Park.  Bigos chefs interested in competing at the Bigos Cookoff need to notify the Bigos Cookoff committee no latter than Friday, April 4, 2007 by e-mail: gosia.jurczynska@oag.state.tx.us or phone: 512-837-9749 (home) or 512-575-4098 (work).
Scholarship Funds for Film Polish Interns!
The new APS Board has met and the official Scholarship Committee (Beata Gmurowska, Zbigniew Gawron, Joanna Gutt-Lehr, and Katarzyna Priebe) has made great progress.  The APS is coordinating with local filmmakers to make an internship available for a deserving Polish film student.  The selected student will come to Austin and work with an American film crew. The APS will coordinate the internship and oversee the selection process.  After extensive conversations with local university representatives and Polish film directors, Dorota Kedzierzawska and Feliks Falk, it was determined that the APS scholarship funds, though inadequate for a year-long university student exchange, could best be used to provide an internship. Austin is now considered to be one of the top cities for making movies, home to major film festivals such as the Austin Film Festival and SXSW Music, Film, and Multimedia Conference. We're the film capital of Texas and film industry insiders often refer to Austin as the Third Coast for movie-making.  An Austin-based internship can provide on the job training, allow a student to perfect their English and learn about the technologies and business ends of  USA filmmaking.  Interested in volunteering on this committee?  Contact Beata Gmurowska at bmghomes@yahoo.com 
Katyn
Art Gmurowski is working on a special screening of “Katyn”, Andrej Wajda’s most recent film.  The Katyn massacre, also the Katyn Forest massacre (in Polish zbrodnia katyńska, or 'Katyń crime'), was a mass execution of Polish citizens ordered by Soviet authorities on March 5, 1940.  Many Poles know the dark and secretive history of this tragic event, but most American viewers may not be familiar with this war time massacre of an estimated 22,000 Poles. The Soviet Union continued denying the massacres until 1990. “Katyn” is the first film dedicated to this tragic WWII event.  Art is seeking an appropriate venue and a speaker to lecture at the screening of this powerful film.  The award-winning film director, Andrej Wajda, has a personal story about “Katyn” (his father was among the victims). Do you? Send Art a personal recollection at gmurowski@hotmail.com .
APS Board

APS Board meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at the offices of Priebe Security Services.
APS Board members include: Beata Gmurowski (President), Joanna Gut (Vice President), Art Gmurowski (Secretary), Katarzyna Priebe (Treasurer), Zbigniew Gawron, Mary Gawron, Adam Ulbrich, Caroline Ulbrich, Malgorzata Jurczynska, Anna Hand and Renata Szowa.  Thank you for your leadership!
Introducing a New APS Feature -Volunteer of the Month
The APS relies only on volunteers to make each APS event a success.  Volunteers have contributed hundreds of hours to bring a touch of Poland to central Texas Poles.  To recognize these donations, the APS Newsletter will feature a volunteer each month. Last month we had several great volunteers that helped us prepare our Easter event: Basia Poloczek, Anna Bielecka, Sylwia Podniesinska, Monika Knap, Marzena Knap  and Patrycja Bielecka Thank very much for your time!

If you want to nominate an APS volunteer please contact Beata by e-mail: bmghomes@yahoo.com  Thanks!

Informal Polis Language Classes
The APS is considering conducting an informal Polish Language classes for children and possibly for adults.   Before we engage in negotiations with a prospective teacher, we would like to know how many students are interested in attending.   Please express your interest by sending e-mail to APS.   
CALENDAR EVENTS

APRIL
Bigos Cookoff
An annual family favorite, this event is a contest to determine who makes the Best Bigos in Austin!  There will be prizes, games and great food!  Bring the whole family!
Date: April 12th - 4 pm
Location: River Place Woodlands Park
MAY
Polish Constitution Day Picnic

The Constitution of May 3, 1791 (Polish: Konstytucja Trzeciego Maja;) is generally recognized as Europe’s first and the world's second modern codified national constitution.

More details to come soon, check our website for the most current information.
Future  APS events include Book Exchange, Films, Polish Art Exhibit, Cooking Classes, and much more!  For future events check our website at www.austinpolishsociety.org 

A Polish History Moment
April 5, 1989
Event:  Solidarity grants legal status in Poland
Solidarity was an independent labor union instrumental in the eventual collapse of the Soviet Union, and the primary catalyst that would transform Poland from a repressive communist satellite to the EU member democracy it is today. During the mid 1980s, after years of Soviet domination, the Solidarity movement persisted as an underground movement and by the late 1980s it was again a major force in Poland. The union succeeded in frustrating Jaruzelski's attempts at reform, and nationwide strikes in 1988 led to the first governmental attempts to open a dialogue with Solidarity. On April 5, 1989, Solidarity and the government signed an agreement legalizing Solidarity and allowing it to campaign for the upcoming elections. In limited free elections that followed, candidates supported by the union won a resounding victory, opening the way for a democratic Poland. 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-Solidari.html
Want to read more about Polish history? 
http://www.gdansk-life.com/poland/solidarity
Announcements

1. Agata La Rue invites everyone to her concert (she joined Tapestry Singers)
It will take place on April 26 at 7:30 pm at Hope Presbyterian Church, 11512 Olson Drive (located south of Anderson Mill Rd. and west of 183/Research Blvd.)
Theme: Pride and Prejudice
Ticket Prices: $12 general admission; $8 senior citizens; $8 children

All gifts to Tapestry Singers are tax deductible.
2. Experienced and loving Nanny needed for in-home care of a 2-year old boy, Mon-Fri 7am-5pm, in San Marcos. Polish speaker preferred. Live-in or Live-Out. Please call 512-667-7543.

WE HOPE YOU ENJOY OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS. PLEASE, LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS OR COMMENTS. 

MARY GAWRON HAS DONE AN OUTSTANDING JOB KEEPING US UPDATED WTH THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. WE ALL APPRECIATE HER EFFORT AND COMMITMENT! 

